LAIMS HE WAS FIRST

Joe Callar Did Initial Plowing in
| Ensley Township

-

Shanty Erected by Him Also Said to
to Have Begn oneofthe Earliest
Buildings There.

\

&Tho following 18 the tenth of a seriesof
Iusky Pioneer” sketches to be published in

ecord each week. Persons able to fur-
to mep and

niah thls paper with data re'ative
women who have lived within the
The Record for over 30 years will confer a

great favor by reporting same. |

Joseph Callar claims the distinction
of having buwilt the first shanty and
done the first plowing in the township
of Epsley,

This was in April 1854 on the 40 acre
farm just west of John Kinney's big
farm, and as the old man now hobbles
along past the many fine farms in the
neighborhood of his old homestead, he
‘cannot belp but ponder over the relent-
of fate, That farm was sold
‘to pay doctor bills contracted
ommsm the Civil war.

' his litt!a place 10

e th\ paying 1 cent
t. A little later he was o&ﬁgud

to scll out to clean up the debt and the
doctor who received the money prompt-
ly went out on a spree and died of de-
lirium tremens in a few days.

Mr. Callar was born at Toronto, Can-
ada, May 15 1823 and is therefore near-
ing his eighty-second birthday. When
a little boy his family moved to lL.ake
Simcoe, north of Toronto, where he
lived until reaching young manhood.
In June 1852 he lirst saw Michigan,
coming to Croton, in Newaygo county

territory of | then a great lumborlng pownt, where lu
worked [n asaw-mill unt'l the follow.
ling September, returnlng to C muln

18, m deer hunting. Tho latter
: he found more profitable
in the woods. One win-

of venison. le killed over 500 deer
during the early years here. In Feb-
y 1865 he enlisted in the Sixteenth
Michigan Volunteer infantry, mobiliz-
ed at Jackson, and was sent to Daiti-|
nore, Md., When Lee surrendered he
was with his regiment at City Point,







