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CHAPTER 1
TITLE, PURPOSE, SCOPE AND LEGAL BASIS

SECTION 1.00 TITLE

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited
Aithis Ordinanceo, ithe Ordinanceo, or phrased
phrases shall refer to the Ensley Township Zoning Ordinance.

SECTION 1.01 PURPOSE

A. This Ordinance is based upon the Epslewnship Master Plan and provides for the
establishment of zoning districts and district uses, standards, and regulations designed to
promote the public health, safety and general welfare; to encourage the use of land in
accordance with its character amghptability and limit the improper use of land; to conserve
natural resources and energy, to meet the needs of the State's citizens for food, fiber and other
natural resources, places of residence, recreation, agriculture, industry, trade, serviberand ot
uses of land; to insure that uses of land shall be situated in appropriate locations and
relationships; to avoid the overcrowding of population; to provide adequate light and air; to
lessen congestion on the public roads and streets; to reduce hazifedand property; to

facilitate the adequate provision of a system of transportation, sewage disposal, safe and
adequate water supply, education, recreation and other public requirements; and to conserve the
expenditure of funds for public improvemeiisd services so as to obtain the most advantageous
uses of land, resources and properties.

B. This Ordinance is adopted with reasonable consideration, among other things, of the
character of each district, its peculiar suitability for particular usescahservation of property
values and natural resources, and the general and appropriate trend and character of land,
building and population development.

SECTION 1.02 SCOPE
A. Zoning affects all structures and land uses withe Township.

B. This Ordinance shall not repeal, abrogate, annul or in any way impair or interfere with
existing provisions of other laws, ordinances or regulations, except those repealed herein by
specific reference, or with private restrictions pldawpon property by covenant, deed or other
private agreement, or with restrictive covenants running with the land to which the Township is
a party.

C. Where this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions, limitations, or requirements upon the use
of buildings, structures, or land; the height of buildings or structures; lot coverage; lot areas;
yards or other open spaces; or any other use or utilization of land than are imposed or required
by such existing laws, ordinances, regulations, private restrictiongstrictive covenants, the
provisions of this Ordinance shall control.

SECTION 1.03 LEGAL BASIS
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This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, (Act 110 of 2006), as
amended.

SECTION 1.04 REPEAL
Any Ordinance or any provision of any Ordinance inconsistent with the terms hereof shall be and is

hereby repealed. This Ordinance replaces the Ensley Township Zoning Ordinance adopted June 4, 1985,
as amended.

SECTION 1.05 SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance shall be found
to be invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining
provisions of thisOrdinance which shall be in effect.

SECTION 1.06 TO 1.99 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 2.00 RULES APPLYING TO TEXT

The following listed rules of construction apply to the text of this Ordinance:
A. The particular shall control the general.
B. In the case of any difference in meaning or implication between the text of this Ordinance and
any caption or illustration, the text shatintrol. lllustrations are provided for general reference
only.
C. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not discretionary. The word "may" is permissive.
D. Words used in the present tense shall include the future; and words used in the singular
number shall include the plural; and the plural the singular, unless the context clearly indicates
the contrary.

E. A "building" or "structure" includes any part thereof.

F. The word "person” includes an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an iratecpor
association, or any other similar entity.

G. Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, the conjunctions noted below shall be
interpreted as follows.

1. "And" indicates that all connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall
apply.

2. "Or" indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions or events may apply
singularly or in any combination.

3. "Either..or" indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions or events shall
apply singularly but not in combination.

H. Terms not herein defined shall have the meaning customarily assigned to them.
SECTION 2.01 DEFINITIONS - A

ACCESSORY BUILDING
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A subordinate building on the same premises with a main building or a portion of a
main building and occupied or devoted to an accessory use; for example, a private
garage used for the housing of automobiles used by the residents of a dwelling to which
the private garage is accessory. Where an accessory building is attached to a main
building, such accessory building shall be considered part of the main building.

ACCESSORY USE, OR ACCESSORY

A use of a zoning lot which is clearly incidental and subordinate to the principal use of
the lot and customarily found in connection with thenpipal use. When "accessory" is
used in this text, it shall have the same meaning as accessory use.

ADULT BOOKSTORE

An enclosed building used for the sale of motion picture films, video cassettes,
magazines, posters, and other printed matesiatapes, or sex objects for other than
contraceptive purposes, distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter
depicting, describing or relating to "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical
areas," as defined in this Ordinance, fdeda patrons therein.

ADULT FOSTER CARE FACILITY

A facility defined by the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, Public Act 218 of
1979, as an establishment that provides foster care to adults. An adult foster care
facility includes facilities andoster care family homes for adults who are aged,
mentally ill, developmentally disabled, or physically disabled who require supervision

on an ongoing basis but who do not require continuous nursing care. Adult foster care
facilities include:

A. ADULT FOSTER CARE FAMILY HOME

A private residence in which the licensee is a member of the household
and an occupant, providing foster care for five (5) or more days a week
and for two (2) or more consecutive weeks with the approved capacity
to receive six (6) ofewer adults.

B. ADULT FOSTER CARE SMALL GROUP HOME

An adult foster care facility with the approved capacity to receive
twelve (12) or fewer adults to be provided with foster care.

C. ADULT FOSTER CARE LARGE GROUP HOME

An adult foster care facility wh the approved capacity to receive at

least thirteen (13) but not more than twenty (20) adults to be provided
with foster care.

ADULT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT THEATER
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An enclosed building for presenting live entertainment involving the use of strip
dancersnaked individuals, individuals who wear see through clothing which permits
the view of "specified anatomical areas," individuals who are partially clothed and
partially unclothed so as to permit the view of "specified anatomical areas," or
individuals condcting "specified sexual activities."

ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER

An enclosed building used for presenting motion picture films, video cassettes, cable
television, or any other such visual media, distinguished or characterized by an
emphasis on mattetepicting, describing or relating to "specified sexual activities" or
"specified anatomical areas," as defined in this Ordinance, for observation by patrons
therein.

ADULT USES

Uses whose primary business is for an adult bookstore, adult live enteriatheeer,
adult motion picture theater, or a combination thereof.

AGRICULTURE

The cultivation, tilling or use of soil for the purpose of growing or storing crops
thereon or use of land for the purpose of animal or poultry husbandry, including the
preparation and marketing of agricultural products for commercial purposes. All
reasonable dust, spray drift, water drift, noise, odors, and other conditions normally
association with the foregoing agricultural uses are considered a part of the agriculture
and are permitted.

ALLEY

A dedicated public way other than a street which provides only secondary access to
abutting property and is not intended for general traffic circulation.

ALTERATIONS

Any change, addition, or modification in construction gretyof occupancy, or in the
structural members of a building, such as walls or partitions, columns, beams or
girders, any substantial change in the roof, or an addition to or diminution of a
structure or building, or the removal of a building from locatmmnother.

AUTOMOTIVE SALES AREA

An area used for the display, sale, or rental, but not for the repair, of new or used
motor vehicles, boats, trailers, farm equipment, construction equipment, or mobile
homes in operable condition.

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHQP

A garage, building, or area where repairs of motor vehicles, boats, trailers, farm
equipment, or similar equipment is made for a fee.

AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION
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A retail business primarily oriented to the sale of gasoline for use by automobiles and
light trucks, with ancillary sales of sundry goods and food products typically consumed
on a daily basis. An automobile service station may include bays for the light servicing
of vehicles such as oil changes, battery and tire replacements, belt replacemnginte
tuneups, and similar light repair services.

AVERAGE GRADE (See Also GRADE)

The average finished ground elevation at the center of all walls of a building established
for the purpose of regulating the number of stories and the height oinlgsildrhe

building grade shall be the level of the ground adjacent to the walls of the building if

the finished grade is level. If the ground is not entirely level, the grade shall be
determined by averaging the elevation of the ground for each face lofiittimg or

structure being measured.

SECTION 2.02 DEFINITIONS - B

BASEMENT [lllustration Provided

That portion of a building

which is partly or wholly
D below grade but so
located that the vertid
When ‘A" e distance from the average
s {?'Sit::nBaBsemcnt ; grade to r:he ﬂr?or is ical
Upper Story greater than the vertica
F t .
SRR .o A6 e e Basement distance from the average
S fe grade to the ceiling. A
Y Vsasement basement shall not be
counted as a story.

BED AND BREAKFAST

A single-family dwelling occupied by the owner or permaneniatg in which overnight
lodging and breakfast are made available to transient guests for a fee. Individual guest
rooms do not contain kitchen (cooking) facilities and may or may not contain private
bathrooms. Guest stays are skterim in duration, genatly one (1) week or less. Bed

and breakfast shall not mean hotel or motel.
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A mound of earth graded, shaped and improved with landscaping in such a fashion as
to be used for visual or audible screening purposes.

|
Screen |

Frontage Landscaping | Wall (w/berm)
?
i
Landscape
Screen

' Berm Reguirements

9 feet
Site Exterior —»

Berm and Landscaping

Examples of berm ard landscaping used
to screen parking areas and to serve as

buffers between lots.

Berm Requirements

Typical berm standards, incorporating

fencing and landscaping.

BILLBOARD or SIGNBOARD (See Chapter 14, SIGNS)

BODY SHOPS (See AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP)

BOARD
Wh e n

used in

this Ordi

nance, the term

fiBoar do

Appeals as authorized by this Ordinance pursuant to the MichigangZzBnatbling Act, (Act 110
of 2006), as amended.

BOARDING HOUSE or ROOMING HOUSE

A dwelling having one kitchen and used for the purpose of providing meals and/or
lodging for compensation to more than two persons other than members of the family
occupying sch dwelling.

BUFFER STRIP [llustration Provided

BUILDING

Landscape
Screen

A strip of land required between certain properties, land uses,
| and Districts and reserved for plant material, berms, walls, or
fencing to serve as a visual and/or noise barrier.

s ha
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A strucure erected on site, preanufactured or preut structure, above or below

ground, designed primarily for the shelter, support or enclosure of persons, animals or
property of any kind.

BUILDING CODE

The currently adopted Township code or codes goverthiagrection and maintenance
of buildings.

BUILDING HEIGHT [lllustration Provided

The vertical distance measured from the top of the main or ground level foundation
wall, whichever is lowest, to the highest point of the roof surfaceabfdiofs, to the

deck of mansard roofs, and to the mean height level between eaves and ridge of gable,
hip, and gambrel roofs.

BUILDING INSPECTOR (See ZONING ADMINISTRATOR)

The person designated by the Township Board to administer the provisions of the

adopted Building Codes for Ensley Township. The Building Inspector may also serve
as the Township Zoning Administrator.



