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MEETING SCHEDULE 

March 3,                 Oct. 6 

April 7,                 Nov. 3 

May 12,                Dec. 1 

June 2,                 Jan. 5,2010 

July 7,                 Feb. 5, 2010 

August 4,                  Mar. 2, 2010 

September 1,   

  

 The Annual Meeting is March 
27, 2010.  It begins at 10:00 

AM. 

 

All regular meetings start at 8:00 

PM and are held at the Ensley 
Township Hall, 7163 E 120th 

Street, Sand Lake, MI  49343. 

 

Greetings from the Ensley Township Supervisor 

 Hello.  I am Philip Starr. I am the newly elected Supervisor for our township.  

I wish to extend a thank you to everyone who voted and to briefly  introduce myself to 

all the Ensley Township residents. 

 My wife, Patricia, and I have been happily married for 46 years.  I have lived 

here in Ensley Township for nearly all my life.  Together, Patricia and I have raised 

four children.  We now also enjoy 15 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren. 

 For over 35 years I was a self employed dairy farmer here in Ensley Town-

ship.  That farm remains in the family and is now a fourth generation centennial 

farm  I also served 16 years on the Tri-County Area School Board. 

 Now that I am retired, I have the time available to serve on the Township 

Board as  Supervisor.  I also continue to volunteer three days a week at Love INC. in 

Newaygo.  I also continue to serve on several local committees. 

 I firmly believe that we have a great community with many good people living 

here.  I plan to work with the township Board and the community to maintain Ensley 

township as a place we can all be proud of to call home. 

 If you have questions, concerns or suggestions, please contact me.  I look for-

ward to hearing from you.  I will be keeping office hours at the township Hall on 

Thursdays from 4PM to 6 PM.   

 Our annual Township Board Meeting is Saturday, March 28, 2009 at 10AM.  I 

hope to see you there. 

     Thank you, 

     Philip Starr 

  

February, 2009 

 
From the Assessor 
 Jason Rosenzweig 

2009 will mark the final year of a three year project to reappraise every property in the township.  If 
I have not yet been to your property in the past two years, I will be stopping by sometime in the 
coming year.  The reappraisal involves measuring every home and outbuilding as well as updating 
the property records to ensure that all information is as accurate as possible.  If you are not home 
when I stop by, I will leave a questionnaire that you can complete and mail or drop off to me at the 
township hall.  Your cooperation will help ensure that all assessments are fair and accurate.   

 

The 2009 assessment notices will be mailed out from Newaygo County towards the end of February.  
Included with the notices will be an explanation of Proposal A and how it affects your property 
taxes. 

 

If you have purchased a new home, NEW applications for a Principal Residence Exemption 
(formerly Homestead Exemption) must be filed by May 1st. You do not have to file each year if you 
do not change your residence. 

 

If you plan on splitting your property or adjusting a lot line, the Michigan Land Division Act & Ensley 
Township Land Division Ordinance requires township approval.  You can obtain a land division appli-
cation at the township hall or by downloading from the Assessor’s page at the Ensley Township web-
site – www.ensleytownship.org.  All new parcels resulting from a land division or lot line adjustment 
must conform to the current Ensley Township Zoning. 

 

Did you know that Ensley Township has a total property value (true cash value) of over 100 million 
with approx 1600 parcels? 

http://www.ensleytownship.org/
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This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newslet-

ter as a promotional tool is that you 

can reuse content from other mar-

keting materials, such as press re-

leases, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distribut-

ing a newsletter might be to sell 

your product or 

service, the key to 

a successful news-

letter is making it 

useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add 

useful content to 

your newsletter is 

to develop and 

write your own 

articles, or include 

a calendar of up-

coming events or a 

special offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles or 

find “filler” articles by accessing the 

World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can 

also be used for 

your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher 

offers a simple 

way to convert 

your newsletter to 

a Web publication. 

So, when you’re 

finished writing 

your newsletter, 

convert it to a Web 

site and post it. 

I

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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“To catch the reader's attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 



Neighborhood Watch 

   The Neighborhood Watch meetings are the third Tuesday of every 

month.  This month we are having Deputy Greene come with his K-
9 partner “Turbo”.   

   At our March 17th meeting, we will be meeting at the Ensley 

Baptist Church to honor Retired Fire Chief Bob Hawkins.  This event 

will be a pot luck dinner that will start at 6:30 PM.  Please come to 
honor Bob for 27 years of serving our community. 

 Other programs for the year are:    

March 17   DNR Officer  (6:30 @ EBC) 

April 21  Emergency Response Team 

May 19  Traffic Car 

June 16  Marine Patrol 

  July 18  Picnic at Baptist Lake 

   August 18  Animal Control 

   September 15  CMET 

    October 20  Road Commission 

   November 17,  Corrections Officer 

   December  Happy Holidays – No Meeting 

    Meetings start at 7:30PM. 

ENSLEY TOWNSHIP NEWS LETTER 

Ensley Nature Preserve 

The Ensley Nature Preserve, located on 136th Street, a quarter mile west of 

Cypress, consists of forty acres of woodland and wetland donated by the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources to the residents of Ensley 

Township for community use development.  

 The Nature Preserve Committee met in January and drafted 2009 goals as; 

to complete the land survey, place permanent markers, mark and develop a 

perimeter trail, complete the interior trail designs, grade and gravel the park-

ing lot, identify rare species and native trees, and to enlist community spon-

sorship for trails, benches, and picnic pavilions. 

The Ensley Township Board recently approved a land survey project to be-

gin marking the boundaries of the Nature Preserve, and the committee is 

actively seeking township residents willing to bid for grading and surfacing 

of the new parking lot.   

Trail development will include marking, cleaning, and laying out a walking 

surface.  Bids have been received for distinct types of material to meet ter-

rain and usage requirements.   Trails will be designed for distance, plant 

material, education, and handicap use.   

Community involvement in this project is whole heartedly welcomed. The 

Committee will appreciate any time commitment your schedule allows.  

There is a need for workers to trim large and small brush for trail develop-

ment, brush hauling, chipping, and bark transport along trails.  

Anyone interested in contributing to the Nature Preserve in a monetary way 

please consider donating in memory of a family or loved one, the cost of 

trail development, trail upkeep, resting benches, picnic tables, or pavilions.   

Contact Barb Vander Meulen, 616-636-5814, for costs and information on a 

permanent donation. 

The next meeting for the Ensley Nature Preserve will be held at the 

town hall, March 19, 2009, at 7:30pm.   

Clean-Up Days 

Our annual clean-up days will be on Fri-

day, April 3 and Saturday, April 4 from 

8:00 AM to 12:30 PM at the township hall.  
There is no charge for rubbish, furniture 

or scrap metal.  Tires must be cut in four 
pieces.   There is a fee of $15.00 for units 

with Freon.  Large appliances without 

Freon are $3.00.  Batteries cost $1.00 to 
be disposed of.  Liquids, cement or shovel 

offs are not allowed.  No loose trash. 

Dept. of Building & Safety 

The new energy Code has gone into effect 

as of the fall of 2008.  This may alter your 

design for any new construction you may 
have planned.  Before any building permit 

can be issued, you would need a “zoning 
compliance,” drawings, well-septic, etc.  

Do not assume the Building Permit is 
available the same day.  Remember,  all 

projects need final inspection before they 

can be used. 

Dog Clinic 
 

Saturday, February 21 at 10:00 AM to 
noon is our annual dog clinic.   

SHOTS  LICENSE FEES 
        One Year 

Rabies $8.00  M/F unsexed $6.00 

Distemper $12.00 M/F sexed $15.00 
Kennel Cough $10.00      Three Year 

   M/F unsexed $15.00 

   M/F sexed $40.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ensley History 

Cook’s Store around 1900 

In 1882 George F. Cook built a store in the 
center of Ensley Township. This store also 

served as a post office. It was one of many 
stores in operation throughout Ensley 

Townships long history. Cook’s Store was 

the longest running business even though it 
changed hands several times. 

Summer Roadwork 

The projects for this coming summer have 

not been decided on as of yet.  The Board is 
waiting to see what the road conditions will 

be like  after the spring thaw. 

Meet Brenda 

Hey there, I am Brenda Bird.  Most people know me at the store serv-

ing good food.  I work full time with my family.  I am in charge of or-

dering, stocking, cutting, grinding, and customer relations.   

I also teach Sunday School, play bass guitar, and sing for my church 

in Grant.  Aside from that, I am glad to be serving the community as a 

trustee. 


