Lost Landmark
Vanishes in Old
‘#Ben Ensley Bar

Rebuilding of Structure Recalls
Strange Romance of !
Lumber Days. £

Speolal to The Free DPress.

Sand Lake, Mich., July 17.—With
the debuilding into a resldence of
the old Ben Ensley saloon by Bur-
Lton Staley, the last of the old
Jandmarks of Ensley Postoflice,
once an ifmportant stopping place,
has disappeared.

Benjamin Ensley, In 1854, pur-
chased 300 acres of land on sections
one and twelve of Xnsloy township,
Newaygo county, and 800 more
across tha line in Montealm county.
He immediately cleared up part of
his holdings, built a log house, and
rngaged extenslvely in farming.

i

Prosperity Ilxcecided Expectations.

In a few years a state rond was
buflt from Grand Rapids (o Big
Raplds, the latter then in Ity In-
fancy, which followed the county
line right past Ensley’'s pluce., Sce-
Ing that a tavern would be a pay-

Ing proposition, Insley built a eom-
modious hotel bullding. I{e also
built two other bulldings, one a
Jtore and postoffce, Lhe other a
;!orlr;hlnutlon of saloon and dance
inll,







